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Dear community members,
the college’s new address,4ll Central avenue, has a whole new meaning this 
Fall. When you enter the driveway, park in the garage and walk across the 
welcoming, new plaza, you are surrounded by the Library, the new Student 
Services building and the newly renovated Student Center. We are proud of our 
students and now we have buildings that reflect that pride. the alisal campus 
opens in January with the new Center for advanced technology where you will 
find our agricultural business & technology institute, our Center for Sustainable 
design and Construction, and our Computer information Sciences program, as 
well as diesel technology, auto technology and Welding.

it is an exciting time to be part of the Hartnell Foundation. across the Salinas 
Valley, Hartnell is offering a solid, comprehensive college program that prepares 
our students for transfer to four-year colleges and universities, and readies them 
for the workplace of today and tomorrow. We continue to forge partnerships 
with industry leaders, community members and our students. 

We just held our best Gala ever for Western Stage and look forward to the 
Party in the Library on may 7, 2011. We hope you will join us to celebrate the 
successful completion of our first major campaign on February 4, 2011 as we 
open the new Center for advanced technology on the alisal Campus. 

the Foundation is putting the people, the programs and the equipment in our 
new facilities. it’s a wonderful partnership…..thank you for your involvement 
and many contributions.  We could not reach these levels of achievement without 
your time, energy and wholehearted support!

Warm regards,

Phoebe Helm
Superintendent/President
Hartnell College

beverly Grova
Vice President of advancement
Hartnell College

margaret d’arrigo-martin
President
Hartnell College Foundation

margaret d’arrigo-martin, President,
Hartnell College Foundation, at 2010 
Party in the Library.  

Save the date: Get ready to 
rock it at the 2011 Party in 
the Library, may 7, 2011
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on october 19, 2010 the Hartnell College Foundation 
held a reception to announce the naming of the nursing 
facility at the college in honor of the Salinas Valley 
memorial Healthcare System, which has contributed 
over $3 million to the program since 2004. 

according to Sam downing, CEo/President of SVmHS, 
“We are very pleased to be honored by Hartnell College 
for our continued support to help develop a quality 
nursing program at the local college. We know that 
resources are limited in health care and that by working 
together we can have a strong nursing program. We 
have been supporting the program actively since 2004 
and view this as making a long term investment in 
strong health care for the local community.” 

one year ago, the college’s health science program, 
under the leadership of mary Young, director of 
nursing and assistant dean of Health Sciences, moved 
from natividad medical Center back to the main 
campus and now occupies the new CaLL building. 

the grant funded numerous upgrades to the program, 
including a High Fidelity Simulation Lab, a nursing 
Student Success Coordinator, individualized classes, 
and a weekend and evening program. the program 
has an rn 96% pass rate on the nCLEX exam, while 
the national rate is 86%. “the achievements of our 
students and the quality of our staff would not be 
possible without the support of Salinas Valley memorial 
Healthcare System,” says Phoebe Helm, Hartnell 
College Superintendent/President. 

Last year, 45 students graduated from the program and 
this year 122 enrolled in both rn and Vn programs. 
the students are involved in numerous community 
projects such as the dorothy’s Kitchen, Flu Clinics, 
Pandemic influenza clinic, and red Cross/Hartnell 
Campus blood drive.

Hartnell College names nursing facility in honor of  
Salinas Valley Memorial Healthcare System

Sam downing, President/CEo, SVmHS, 
Joanne taylor Johnson, Hartnell College 
Foundation board, Phoebe Helm, 
Hartnell College Superintendent/
President, Pat donohue, President, 
Hartnell College board of trustees, 
Harry Wardwell and nathan olivas, 
SVmHS board. 

Stacy Sanchez, a third semester 
nursing student, demonstrating the 
processes that take place in the High 
Fidelity Simulation Lab. 

mary Young gives the SVmHS leadership and Hartnell College Foundation 
board members a tour of the SVmH nursing Education Center
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the Western Stage (tWS) is on its way up and up. 
“We are enticing our patrons with seven titles in our 
2011 subscription series” says Jon Selover, artistic 
director of the Western Stage.  melissa Chin-Parker, 
director of Programs at tWS proudly comments on 
the accomplishments in the last year: “tWS is more 
than an avenue of entertainment. We continue to 
strengthen our efforts to support youth and community 
needs through continuing grantors like the david & 
Lucile Packard Foundation, the Sally Hughes Church 
Foundation, the Community Foundation for monterey 
County, the S.t.a.r. Foundation, and very importantly, 
the individual donors and sponsors.”

recent support for tWS’s commitment to the Salinas 
Valley came from: the david and Lucile Packard 
Foundation, who awarded a three-year grant totaling 
$150,000 to the alisal Center for the Fine arts and 
tWS for the development of a theatre arts program at 
the Center. this exciting venture will create an artistic 
bridge between both programs and communities. 
the 2011 season is the recipient of the second 
installment of a three-year grant from the Sally Hughes 

Church Foundation in support of our Young Company 
and outreach Programs. the grant made possible three 
Young Company productions, the engagement of eight 
student interns, the creation of a touring show for local 
schools, a performance for Salinas City and monterey 
County Libraries, and the debut of a program bridging 
high school and college. in 2011 the grant enables us 
to add student matinees of John Steinbeck’s tHE PEarL 
for the Valley’s elementary, middle and high schools.
 
the Community Foundation for monterey County 
awarded the Western Stage a grant to assist with its 
day-to-day operations, specifically to expand box office 
hours. this important gift enables us to better serve our 
patrons in the pre-season. 

on october 9th, tWS Council hosted its 5th annual 
Gala.  the Gala was attended by over 190 community 
leaders and the performance of Footloose was a 
smashing success with over 400 attending.  the Gala 
raised over $30,000 to support scholarships for tWS 
actors and students.  tWS is grateful for the great show 
of support from the Council, community partners and 
the individual donors who make our work possible. 

Jackie Cruz-ortega, development officer, Hartnell 
College Foundation, Western Stage theater arts Council: 
Linda Gin, Chair, dottie massey, Pam darling, Gala Chair 
Helen dunston, and Stephen doolittle. 

ContagiousMomentum…
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i spent the morning of Wednesday, october 27, 2010 
with donors at the Correctional training Facility in 
Soledad. but these were not just any donors – these 
were inmates of the facility. they are providing 
scholarship funds for Hartnell students. renee barnes, 
retired teacher in the facility, first told me about HELP. 
HELP stands for HiGHEr EduCation LibrarY ProJECt 
and is an inmate Leisure time activity Group (iLtaG). 
HELP is run by and for inmates and is designed to assist 
fellow inmates get a degree and provide textbooks for 
their college correspondence courses.

on that morning, HELP presented me with a check 
for $500 to the Hartnell College Foundation, for 
scholarships for students who are at risk and in financial 
need. inmate rafael maldonado, HELP’s founder and 
chair, stated, “We want to move people in a different 
direction. We hope the scholarship will help someone 
take the option to pick up a book instead of a gun; to 
realize they can have a better life.” the inmates told 
me that if they had gone to college, they didn’t believe 
they would have ended up in prison (many with life 
sentences). Warden randy Grounds joined us for the 
presentation stating, “HELP is promoting leadership and 

is standing up to promote the positive ends education 
can achieve; reaching out to the community to share 
that vision and hope.” 

to raise the scholarship funds, HELP will hold two sales 
each year, selling items such as Subway sandwiches, 
chocolate-covered almonds and pastries. only inmates 
can purchase the items. a portion of the dollars raised 
goes to a Hartnell scholarship and the rest buys 
textbooks. 

HELP member dean Laureles said, “it’s life changing 
(education). it takes the blinders off and lets me view 
the world in a complete way.” inmate mikiel Smart 
remarked, “i’m big on education because of what it 
has done for me. my conversation has changed and 
education has put me in a position where i believe i 
can succeed. it’s taught me to respect authority and to 
make sense out of the world.”

according to the inmates in HELP, this is just the 
beginning. they plan to hold two sales per year and 
each will provide more scholarship and textbook 
dollars.  it’s about HELP…and hope…. for all of us.

HELP: a donor Story

From left to right: mary Eifler, academic instructor, Primary staff sponsor for HELP
ann Carson, Volunteer, credentialed teacher renee barnes, Volunteer, credentialed teacher 
beverly Grova, VP of advancement, Hartnell rafael maldonaldo, Founder of HELP randy 
Grounds, Warden dr. Carol Grisotti, Community resource manager dean Laureles, HELP 
member Jamaal robinson, HELP member mikiel Smart, HELP member

by beverly Grova, VP of advancement
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New Faculty in
Engineering

this Fall, Hartnell was eager to welcome a new face on 
campus, a research physicist, a patent recipient, a volunteer 
kindergarten science teacher, and 
now an engineering instructor at 
Hartnell College:  melissa Hornstein. 

melissa earned her Ph.d. in electrical 
engineering from the massachusetts 
institute of technology. during 
her undergraduate times, she went 
through a range of majors, including 
archeology and pharmacology. “the reason i didn’t start with 
electrical engineering is because someone told me it was hard, 
and i believed them, “said melissa. 

melissa Hornstein: melissa doing experiments on 
underwater laser research. Laser beams shoot into 
the water creating a sonic boom that turns light 
into sound.

 While she is heading up our engineering program, her previous position was as a research physicist with the naval research 
Laboratory in the Plasma Physics division, located in Washington, d.C. the patent for her work there, “Long range active 
thermal imaging System and method”, was issued on September 14, 2010. While this is her first awarded patent, she has 
over fifty published conference papers and 10 refereed journal articles.

Her many accomplishments and careers include volunteering with ”Science Clubs for Girls”, an afterschool program for 
inner city kids in boston. the seventh grade girls tried building radios from pre-made kits. “the program exposed them to 
something new that they otherwise wouldn’t have experienced,” says melissa. recently, she has been working on a project 
that could create a pipeline in Engineering from alisal High School to Hartnell and on to the university of California at Santa 
Cruz. 

“She is an extremely valuable asset and we are so lucky to have her,” said dr. ann Wright, biology instructor at the math, 
Science and Engineering institute. 

on July 17, 2010, at reaction research Society’s Koehn Lake Launch 
Facility in the mojave desert, a two meter rocket blasted off flawlessly 
to emotional cheers and soared out of sight in 2.5 seconds. this was the 
culmination of six weeks of project planning, construction and testing 
by the collaborative team of Hartnell and alisal students: team Gemini 
rocket Squad. the team won the competition. the launch was part of the 
american institute of aeronautics & astronautics 2010 Young Professionals 
rocket Competition. the rocket kit was generously donated by the naval 
Postgraduate School’s department. of mechanical and astronautical 
Engineering, whose graduate students provided mentorship to the team. 
“it was a great learning experience,” says Carlos Saldivar, one of Hartnell 
students on the team Gemini. “We were appreciative of our mentors from 
nPS and it was rewarding to work with the high school students.” Carlos 
was a diesel mechanic at Coastal tractor when he discovered a propensity 
for engineering. He is now pursuing that dream in science classes at 
Hartnell.

Blast Off
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on Saturday, october 16, 2010, a unique collaboration 
between Hartnell College, Casa de La Cultura maya, 
alisal Center for the Fine arts, uC berkeley, and naSa 
presented an event that highlighted maya culture and 
astronomy.

this event is part of “El Sol nos une a todos,” a program 
run by uC berkeley and funded by naSa with the goal 
of inspiring and engaging multicultural communities 
and teacher leaders in space and atmospheric sciences. 
Free for the community, the event featured a variety of 
indigenous traditional dance and folkloric performances 
from different regions of mexico and Guatemala, 
bilingual showings of the “tales of the maya Skies” 
planetarium show, presentations and talks on the 
astronomy knowledge of other cultures, solar telescope 
viewing, science workshops and family activities, and 
engaging exhibits such as traditional maya textiles and 
art.
  
“all cultures make use of the sun’s light and the night 
sky to strive to understand our world and its place 
in the universe. We want to celebrate these scientific 
endeavors,” said dr. Laura Peticolas, director of the 
Center for Science Education at uC berkeley. marco 
Pacheco, President of Casa de La Cultura maya, 
commented,“Part of the purpose of this event is to show 
and teach the splendor of the maya culture and the 
effect of such in present time.”

Family Celebration of  Maya Culture and Astronomy:

For more information about the Foundation’s 
exciting initiatives, or to make a donation, 
please contact us at (831) 755-6810 or e-mail 
giving@hartnell.edu.

W E  WA N t  t O 
H E A r  F rO M  y O u !

Foundation and Advancement Staff

beverly Grova, Vice President 
of advancement
bgrova@hartnell.edu

Jackie Cruz-ortega, development officer
jcruz@hartnell.edu

Sharon Eckhart, Executive assistant
seckhart@hartnell.edu

ana Elgina, development associate
aelgina@hartnell.edu

James Fitch, Web administrator
jfitch@hartnell.edu

Christine Lawson, development associate
clawson@hartnell.edu

andy newton, development officer 
and Planetarium director
anewton@hartnell.edu

We look forward to working with 
you to support Hartnell College!

411 Central avenue, Salinas, Ca 93901  
www.hartnell.edu/foundation

Casa de La Cultura maya is a recently established 
non-profit organization based in Los angeles, 
California.  Composed mostly of people of maya 
descent, Casa de La Cultura maya was created with 
the intention to promote and to preserve mayan 
culture.

mayor dennis donohue welcomes 
the community to the event. to his 
left is marco Pacheco, President of 
the Casa de La Cultura maya .

Children engaged in the astronomy 
Fun Zone activity: making star maps.

Casa de La Cultura maya 
members performing the 
opening ceremony.

From left to right: 
Beverly Grova and Jackie Cruz-Ortega
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Since 1920, Hartnell College student athletes have been exemplary 
in the field and in the classroom.  Hartnell athletics has been 
the epicenter of community connectedness for decades.  Salinas 
Valley athlete of the Century tony teresa dedicated his life and his 
career to student athletes, many whom are fine community leaders 
today.  His work was not in vain. Jeff and Steve Goldman from SSb 
Construction remember Coach t’s lessons with great admiration and 
respect.  Harry Wardwell, anthony toney, Ernie Camacho, and bill 
maker, Jr. are also part of this fine group of individuals who formed 
part of the Panther Pride.  

“Hartnell athletics has much to cheer for,” says athletics director 
danny teresa.“the 40-year-old fields are receiving a much needed 
renovation.”  in april 2010, Hartnell supporters celebrated the 
successful completion of Phase i of the athletics master Plan and 
now the athletics major Gift Committee is working to raise $1 
million for Phase ii. “these fields are vital to the well-being of our 
community in so many ways, including economic vitality, health 
and wellness, and higher education”, says Campaign Chair, bruce 
adams, VP  for Central Coast Federal Credit union and Hartnell 
Foundation board member.  Hartnell’s athletic facilities are now 
becoming state of the art, on par with our neighboring colleges. 
Phase ii will include a new field house with restrooms, concession 
stand and classroom/training room, a restored football practice field 
and newly resurfaced track.

Lead supporters include, Central Coast Federal Credit union, bill 
and barbara Elliott, Karyn and mike azzopardi, tmd by design, 
dataflow business Systems, California Water Service Co. and the 
Pebble beach Company.

reasons to Cheer for 
Hartnell Athletics! took up 

running in 
high school 

and started competing shortly 
after he joined the north County 
High School cross-country team. 
upon his enrollment at uC Santa 
Cruz, he stopped competing, 
partly because he wanted to focus 
on his studies and partly due to 
the school not having a cross- 
country team. tapia enrolled at 
Hartnell to take some classes that 
could transfer to uC Santa Cruz 
and after meeting Coach Chris 
Zepeda, renewed his interest in 
running.  daniel, the winner of 
the 2010 big Sur international 
marathon, became the school’s 
first-ever individual state champion 
by finishing first at the state meet 
at Woodward Park in Fresno. 
He ran a staggering 20:05, the 
fifth fastest time ever run on the 
course. tapia graduated from uC 
Santa Cruz in 2008 and enrolled in 
monterey College of Law to pursue 
his Juris doctorate in criminal law.

Daniel
tapia

A
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during the past five years, 70% of the 
Hartnell track sophomores have transferred 

to four-year colleges. 

Hartnell College Foundation board 
members,bruce adams, nick Pasculli and 
John bosio, with Steve Goldman.
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according to several reports, jobs requiring “new 
media” skills will be among the fastest growing, 
including web-page designers, multimedia project 
managers, software or video game designers, 
video editors or producers, digital animators and 
3d designers.

Hartnell has become one of only three regional 
media Centers in the State’s Community Colleges. 
a two-year, $205,000 grant received from the 
Community College Chancellor’s office creates a 
pathway from high school into college through 
media arts. this exciting partnership between 
Hartnell, the monterey County office of Education 
and the regional occupational Program includes 
summer and fall workshops in video photography 
and digital animation; funding for a teacher for 
a high school media arts class, and a tV studio 
project, utilizing facilities at mCoE that combines 
high school and college students working in teams.
“What i’m excited about is it’s things like this that 
help bridge the digital divide,” said Jerri nemiro, 
project director of the Central California new 
media Center at Hartnell. 

Students are learning to work with software such 
as adobe PhotoShop, LightWave 3d, imovie, and 
Final Cut Pro. during the workshops students 
learn through hands-on field video production 
experience including project analysis, planning, 
script writing, recording, and exporting.

“it’s one of the best opportunities i’ve received,” said Juan 
Gutierrez, a digital arts and sign language major. next 
year, he will transfer to CSu northridge, where he plans 
to continue on the digital media path with an emphasis 
on producing material for the deaf and hearing impaired. 

Sandra Santons, 20, hit the fields with her video camera 
to make stories about harvesters and other community 
workers. “i used the program to get closer in contact 
with the community, to expand my skill set,” she said. “i 
started a web page of my own using knowledge i gained 
from the classroom.” 

FireHawk Hulin, consultant, will offer a Video arts class 
this coming Spring at the mCoE studio. both high school 
and college students will participate. 

Jerri nemiro will offer an internship program with 
students learning in a workshop format. 

article written with contribution by Claudia melendez, 
Herald Salinas bureau.

Hartnell College becomes

       Media
  Center

Gary tanimura
was honored at Philanthropy Day on November 12, 
2010 for his extrordinary commitment to advancing 
higher education in the Salinas Valley. His generous 
contributions of  time and resources strengthened 
the Ag Institute and established the college bound 
ambassador program at Hartnell College.
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Hartnell College’s alisal Campus will become the home 
of the advanced technology programs in January 
2011. “We have strong enrollments, we’ve built up the 
program and now we will have a first-rate facility and 
all new equipment,” says david Gill, Chair of the ag 
business and technology institute advisory Committee. 
the Center for Sustainable Construction joins the ag 
institute in the new facility.  

neil Ledford, dean of advanced technology, leads the 
planning for the move to the new building located on 
East alisal Street, and he is very excited about having 
a college campus in the heart of the alisal community. 
the building, named the Center for advanced 
technology, will host programs in agriculture business, 
agriculture production, agricultural & industrial 
technology, food safety, diesel technology, welding, 

drafting, computer science, sustainable construction, 
and automotive technology.

“the campus will also offer some general education 
courses that are required for advanced technology 
programs,” commented neil Ledford. the classrooms, 
laboratories and shops will be equipped with state-
of-art technology and equipment to allow students to 
learn, using the most recent technology available in 
each area. 

the alisal Campus will also offer some student services, 
as well as food services, in the new building. a grand 
opening for donors and supporters is planned for 
February 4, 2011, followed by an open house for the 
community. 

Center for Advanced technology

Alisal Campus

We are moving!!
Hartnell College ag Steering Committee.
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on thursday morning, august 12, 2010 students 
in the Hartnell Center for Sustainable design 
and Construction’s inaugural class of the Clean 
Energy/Green Construction training Program 
presented their building performance audits for 
area businesses in a culminating presentation and 
awards ceremony in the new CaLL building on 
Hartnell’s main campus in Salinas. 

the Clean Energy/Green Construction training 
Program is an eight-month program consisting 
of more than 330 hours of classroom training 
and 300 hours of paid internships. the uniquely 
designed program is a public-private partnership 
jointly sponsored by the u.S. department of 
Energy, the California Employee development 
department, the monterey Workforce investment 
board, and the Hartnell Center for Sustainable 
design & Construction. Hartnell received a grant 
of $990,000 for the program. 

Sixty students completed the program with 
courses in Green Construction methods and 
materials, Green Plumbing uSa, Principles of 
PV/Solar, Greywater installation, and building 
retrofit analysis. 

From June through august, teams of interns 
completed building performance assessments of 
various facilities in the Salinas Valley area under 
the guidance of moss Landing-based contractor 
buildingWise. Some of their projects included 
Soledad City Hall, national Steinbeck Center, and 
El Gabilan Library. 

While some students are moving on to 
employment, slightly more than half of the 
class returned to the Hartnell campus this fall to 
attend classes, as well as participating as interns 

Students working at marks 
ranch. behind the students 
is the main hacienda to be 
restored by the Hartnell 
program.  

don Chapin and Hartnell 
student anthony Castro at the 
presentations ceremony.

on several projects on campus and in the community while 
pursuing a certificate or degree in Sustainable Construction. 
one of the current projects is the restoration of the historic 
buildings at marks ranch at the toro County Park and the 
building of a house on Soledad Street in Salinas using 
sustainable construction techniques. 

Hartnell Center for

Sustainable
  Design

Students restoring the historic tile bench in the garden of 
marks ranch.  
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take a look at our new planned giving website! 
www.hartnell.edu/foundation (click on planned giving)

Support for our Students at Hartnell

Support for our students is critical to the well- being of our community. 
at the September 2010 Scholarship donor reception, we honored and 
recognized all of our scholarship donors. they have given generously 
to support the educational dreams and aspirations of our Salinas Valley 
Youth. Pictured above are some of our donors, along with the members 
of the Scholarship Committee and student scholarship recipients. 

                                         Pictured left is scholarship committee chair, Hartnell College 
alum and Foundation board member, alfred diaz-infante with his wife Elvira. “our 
student population at Hartnell College is hardworking, bright and determined, “ says 
alfred. “Scholarships represent hope and positive encouragement to Hartnell students.”

Scholarship recipients:
Cathy Flores, ag business, 
Katia Gonzalez, Engineering, 
ma raval, nursing

over 270 students received 
scholarships this year.

Support Higher Education
in the Salinas Valley!

Brick Campaign
Hartnell College

Center For Advanced 
Technology

BUY A BRICK
hartnell.edu/foundation


