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September 3, 2014 
 
 
Forrest Melton and Swarup Wood 
Division of Science and Environmental Policy 
California State University, Monterey Bay 
100 Campus Center 
Seaside, CA  93955 
 
RE: Proposal to the USDA Capacity Building Grants for Non Land Grant Colleges of Agriculture 

(NLGCA) Program  
 
Dear Forrest and Swarup: 
 
On behalf of Hartnell Community College, I am writing to express my strong support for the 
proposal titled “Capacity Building for Agricultural Sustainability on the California Central Coast 
through Research and Education.”  Hartnell College has three locations within the 1,000 square 
mile Salinas Valley commonly referred to as the “salad bowl of the world” and draws most of its 
students from the city of Salinas and the surrounding communities of Bradley, Castroville, 
Chualar, Gonzales, Greenfield, Jolon, King City, Lockwood, Moss Landing, San Ardo, San Lucas, 
Soledad, and adjacent rural areas. Hartnell serves nearly 10,000 students (7,100 FTES) with an 
ethnic profile comprised of 65% Latino/a, 14% White, 2% Asian, 3% Filipino, 2% Black, 1% 
Native American students, and 1% multi-ethnic. (14% of students did not report ethnicity). 
Hartnell has thus earned the federal designation as an Hispanic Serving Institution, and this year 
was awarded two major Title V grants to improve student access and success for 
underrepresented groups in the STEM disciplines.  Hartnell has been lauded by NASA, the 
NAACP, and UCSC as being among the top community colleges in the country in promoting and 
achieving success for its underrepresented students in the STEM disciplines. Hartnell is also 
proud to be a designated Veterans serving institution. 
 
In our experience working with students interested in STEM disciplines and especially in the 
agricultural sciences, we see a strong need to continue to update curriculum with the new 
information based on the latest science and best management practices.  The education and 
research activities described in this proposal directly address this need, and we believe they will 
contribute to increased capacity to address the challenging water quality, resource management 
and sustainability issues currently facing the California Central Coast. 
 
Hartnell College is pleased to serve as a collaborating institution on this proposal.  Dr. Susan 
Pheasant will serve as Co-I on the project, and will participate in deployment of the curriculum 
modules at Hartnell College, as well as evaluation of the new curriculum and project impacts. In 
addition, Dr. Pheasant will coordinate student activities as they gain first-hand experience 
working in the field and contributing to the research activities described in the proposal. Dr. 
Steven Triano will contribute to the development of curriculum modules focused on nutrient and 
irrigation management.   
 
By improving capacity for sustainable management of irrigation and nutrients along with a 2+2 
degree pathway, this proposal closely aligns with the Hartnell Agricultural Business & Technology 
Institute’s vision to be a leader in educating and preparing the local and national agricultural 
workforce by providing hands-on learning, teaching advanced technologies, and serving as a 
valued partner with industry.  We wish you success and look forward to collaborating with you on 
this project.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Willard Lewallen, Ph.D. 
Superintendent/President 


