
Letter from the Vice President/
Executive Director

Dear friends,

We concluded 2015 with a deep sense of 
appreciation for the abundance of forward 
movement that was accomplished and we began 
2016 with an enriched commitment to our 
students and to the community. Hartnell College 
and the Hartnell College Foundation are pleased 
to keep you up to date with the impact that 
our philanthropic and workforce development 

partners are making to ensure that our students have the tools to 
succeed academically and as they enter or reenter the workforce. In 
that journey, we have been able to make great progress thanks to your 
investment, believe, faith and generosity toward Hartnell College.

We are grateful for the following work that took place during 2015.  
Here is a snapshot of some of the accomplishments this year:

• Hartnell College was recognized for being the Top Community 
College in the State to transfer underrepresented minorities to 
the UC System

• The number of STEM majors at Hartnell College has grown to 750

• The Agricultural Business and Technology Institute with support of 
the Ag Steering and its committees expanded is offerings and the 
number of students enrolled in the Ag Institute reached 1,100

• We received a bequest from Jack Killian to launch the first Music 
Scholars program at Hartnell

• Our Registered Nursing program pass rates were 100% at first 
attempt

• The Respiratory Care program had a 100% exam pass rate and 
100% employment after graduation.
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• Salinas Valley Memorial HealthCare System, Natividad Medical 
Center and The California Endowment have partnered with us to 
build a strong, local, Health professions workforce

• The CSin3 Computer Science in 3 years bachelor’s degree with 
CSUMB won the prestigious Innovation Award. LA Times, Oakland 
Tribune, San Jose Mercury News and others across the state have 
touted the model for accelerated degree completion, low cost to 
the student, and with significant academic support and industry 
readiness.

• We awarded over $750,000 in scholarships

• The second Women’s Economic Leadership Forum was a sold out 
event with Tonya Antle and Myra Goodman. This event raised 
funds to support the college aspirations and goals of single, re-
entry and low income women.

• NASA Space and Aeronautics Academy has grown from 150 
students to 5,500 youth annually. 85 schools and 8 districts 
partner with us to increase the hands on math and science 
academic enrichment for future Hartnell students.

• CHEVRON’s seed support to provide San Ardo children with 
Science Technology and Math programming has sparked 
tremendous success with the California International’s Airshow 
and Hartnell’s STEM runway. Originally envisioned for 100 
students, we have grown to 600 children and youth from low 
income communities.

• These are accomplishments that were possible thanks to public 
and private support, over 300 volunteers, and good willed people 
in our valley who have made higher education a priority. 

You will find a list of all of donors and our 2015 corporate partners.  
We thank all of them for their partnership. 

We are off to a great start in 2016! I hope you enjoy reading about 
the latest news at the foundation and the college.

With deep gratitude,

Jackie Cruz
Vice President of Advancement and Development
Executive Director, Hartnell College Foundation

Karen Fanoe, Community Leader

Mike Briley, Managing Partner, 
Hayashi & Wayland

Kevin Healy, District Manager, 
Driscoll’s

New Foundation Board 
Members, continued...
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The 10th Annual Gala was a blast! 

On November 
21, 2015 over 
400 community 
leaders enjoyed 
the 10th Annual 
Western Stage 
Gala with 
delicious food, 
festive libations, 
an amazing 

silent auction, live music by talented students, and a special 
performance of The Producers. The successful event raised 
over $78,000 and will support the Center for Performing 
Arts capital campaign. These capital upgrades include a 
professional box office, art gallery, infrastructure upgrades 
to the front of the center and a newly designed community 
atrium to host events and gatherings.

This new vision will provide Salinas 
Valley with an artistic home that 
will inspire students, community 
and artists for generations. Hartnell 
College thanks Chair Dottie Massey and 
The Western Stage Gala Committee 
for planning and producing our most 
successful Gala yet. 

Moments before the production, Gabriel Alvizo shared with the 
audience his experience with The Western Stage as a child and 
now as a college student and how it has shaped the man he is 
becoming. His personal story was met by a standing ovation. 

We recognize 
our sponsors 
and those 
businesses 
that graciously 
donated 
towards the 
impressive 
silent auction. 

To view and download your photos from this year’s Western 
Stage Gala, visit a photo gallery online courtesy of Richard 
Green. 

Hartnell College  
Foundation 

Board of Directors 2016

Anne Secker, President
Alfred Diaz-Infante, 

Past President
Margaret D’Arrigo-Martin, 

Vice President
Sharon Dilbeck, Vice President

Stephen Goldman,  
Vice President

Kurt Gollnick, Vice President
Coralee Linder, Vice President

Nicholas Pasculli, Vice President
Esther Rubio, Vice President

Cathy Schlumbrecht, 
Vice President

Judith Sulsona, Vice President
David Warner, Vice President

Susan Black, Treasurer
Alfred Muñoz, Secretary

Teri Belli
Michael Briley

John Buttgereit
Dennis Donohue

Karen Fanoe
Susan Gill

Nate Holaday
Kevin Healy

Dawn Mathes
Dr. Robert Patton

Natalie Rava
Brad Rice

Elliott Robinson
Bart Walker

Willard Clark Lewallen, Ph.D.
Superintendent/President

Hartnell College

Candi DePauw
Hartnell College Board of Trustees

Jacqueline Cruz
Vice President of Advancement 
and Development and Executive 

Director, Hartnell College  
Foundation

__________________________

https://rdgreenphotography.smugmug.com/TheWesternStage/The-Western-Stage-2015/Western-Stage-Gala-11-21-15/


WELI Forum propels women

On October 29, 2015 Hartnell College Foundation hosted the 
Second Annual Women’s Education & Leadership Institute 
(WELI) Forum at Tehama Golf Club featuring a social 
reception, and an intimate dinner and conversation moderated 
by Adrienne Laurent, featuring Myra Goodman, Co-Founder 
of Earthbound Farm and Tonya Antle, Principal of Tanimura 
and Antle. With 190 guests in attendance, the event was an 
incredible success raising funds for the WELI endowment. 

Guests enjoyed a raffle, dinner, live auction with Butch 
Lindley, and heard from Edna Valdez, WELI and Hartnell 
alumna. Myra Goodman and Tonya Antle kicked off the giving 
with a $10,000 matching gift. The Hartnell College Foundation 
thanks the event committee, led by chair Susan Black and 
everyone who sponsored, supported, and attended this annual 
affair. The event raised over $100,000.

THANK YOU DONORS
Click to see the complete list of 
our generous Foundation donors.
__________________________

Public and Private Grants 
– Calendar Year 2015

PUBLIC
California Community Colleges 

Chancellor’s Office: Career 
Technical Education  
Enhancement Funds

California Office of Statewide 
Health Planning and Development
Monterey Bay Unified Air Pollution 

Control District
National Aeronautics and  

Space Administration
United States Department of 

Agriculture
United States Department of 

Education

PRIVATE
Association of Latino Community 

College Trustees
The California Endowment

Chevron USA Inc.
Claire Giannini Fund

Community Foundation  
Monterey County

Driscoll’s
First 5 Monterey County

Follett Higher Education Group
Harden Foundation

Monterey Peninsula Foundation
Nancy Buck Ransom Foundation

Nancy Eccles and Homer M. 
Hayward Family Foundation
Natividad Medical Center

Pacific Gas & Electric
Pebble Beach Foundation

Peggy and Jack Baskin Foundation
Salinas Valley Memorial  

Healthcare System
Sally Hughes Church Foundation
Steinbeck Innovation Foundation

S.T.A.R. Foundation of  
Monterey County

Tanimura Family Foundation
William and Flora Hewlett 

Foundation

Save the Date!
Grand Opening of Science Building

Fall 2016
More details to come soon!

_________________________

Athletics Hall of Fame
October 29, 2016

in the Student Center

http://files.ctctcdn.com/71ef34f4201/dafa31e4-8c4c-4a2e-b426-8977e2f89f29.pdf


__________________________

Audited Financials
fiscal year 2014-15

Assets: 11,532,645
Income: 3,910,938

Expenses: 3,331,210
__________________________

Agricultural Business and Technology 
Institute Report

VIPs get a glimpse of our Ag Institute
The Agricultural Business and Technology Institute ended 2015 
with a VIP meeting with local ag leaders to showcase the 
Alisal Campus and present programs offered to local youth 
and adults, and the impact that Hartnell College is having on 
the Salinas Valley Agricultural Workforce by creating the next 
generation of workers learning the most advanced technology, 
and hands-on programs to meet employment needs of the 
local industry.

Under the leadership of David Gill, Chair of the Ag Steering 
Committee, Hartnell College’s Ag Institute will continue to 
work with the ag industry to develop programs responding to 
the industry needs, strengthen relations with the industry, 
provide career options, and training opportunities - to, in 
turn, change the lives of so many students and community.

Pilot training in cleaning and sanitation
On Friday, January 29, 2016 employees representing berries, 
leafy greens, vegetables, and wine-making industries 
participated in a pilot training - Effective Cleaning and 

Sanitation for 
Fresh Produce 
Handling 
Facilities. 
The program 
focused on 
procedures and 
technologies 
applicable to 
cleaning and 
sanitation 

Legacy giving spotlight
The Brisson Family sets up 
endowment to honor son 
Alexis David Brisson 
(1985-2006)

Endowed 
Memorial 
Scholarships 
and 
Internships
Long name 
hopefully 
befitting a 
long legacy. 
Alexis 

mentored his classmates and adults 
from a very young age. At age 4 
he wanted to be a science teacher 
and by 9 he was teaching his mom 
shortcuts for new software.

Alexis’ Hartnell career began 
the same year his mom started 
teaching there in 1988. He had 
special step in Merrill 1 after his 
creative movement class when 
another parent walked him and 
his older sister from the old gym. 
Maybe the seed was sowed then 
since he would return to Merrill 
Hall to pursue his love of learning 
and fall in love with programming 
there a dozen years forward. He 
had already started his computer 
career the summer before his 
high school freshman year at the 
Department of Social Services. A 
summer job his mom volunteered 
him for because she feared he 



in the fresh produce industry. Participants engaged in 
four sessions addressing microbiology, personal protective 
equipment, safety, environmental sanitation, equipment 
washing, and verification and validation for repeatability and 
reliability. 

The workshop was taught by members of the Food Safety 
Advisory Committee for Hartnell College’s Agricultural 
Business and Technology Institute and took place at SmartWash 
Solutions facilities in Salinas. 

Future Farmers convene in a Field Day
The Third Annual Future Farmers of America Field Day was 
hosted at the Alisal Campus bringing together over 160 
high school students from Los Angeles to Gilroy and from 
the Central Valley teaming up to participate in four field 
competitions: Vegetable Crop Judging, Ag Welding, Farm 
Power Machinery/Tractor Driving, and Floral.

This event was a 
great opportunity 
for our local and 
out-of-the area FFA 
students to visit 
the Alisal Campus 
and learn about 
the Ag programs 
offered by Hartnell 
College in the areas 
of Ag Business, Ag 
Production, Food 
Safety, Ag and 

Industrial Technology, Advanced Diesel, Automotive Technology 
and Welding. 

The event was made possible with support from the Hartnell 
College Foundation, a grant through the California Career 
Pathways Trust, 
and with numerous 
generous donations 
of tractors, 
vegetables, 
supplies and food 
from the Salinas 
Valley Ag industry. 
Mann Packing Co. 
sponsored the 
luncheon for all.

would become a couch or mouse 
potato. He took it from there and 
was offered the position as the 
Web Master. He left North High for 
Hartnell in 2003 and he was part of 
the first cohort of stem students to 
go to UCSC. 

Alexis died suddenly late in his 
junior year at the University of 
California Santa Cruz, he was 
healthy, happy and in love. His 
obituary requested scholarship 
donations in lieu of flowers the 
balance reached $5,000 in 2 weeks 
and 2/3 of these donations were 
less than $25. The physics club 
came to Dr. Elsa Brisson’s home 
to present their donation and it 
became the anchor of this fund. 
“We experienced firsthand all the 
fees and travel that comes many 
months before scholarships and 
financial aid checks arrive,” said 
Jerry and Elsa Brisson. “Joe Welch 
introduced us to the Foundation.” 
The donations have come in for 
nine years now. For the Brissons, 
the best part is that funds accrue 
interest and are part of a matching 
grant. The fund is alive and well 
and available to accept more funds 
to provide more scholarships and 
internships.

_______________________

Athletics Hall of Fame
Much love, pride, and honor

Hartnell College proudly inducted 
14 into the Athletics Hall of Fame 
Class of 2015. It was a great day 
filled with over 300 guests anxious 
to celebrate the achievements 
of the inductees and to visit 



with old friends, coaches, 
and teammates. KSBW Sports’ 
Anchor, Dennis Lehnen served 
as emcee for the ceremony 
and led us all into memory 
lane, adding some humor, 
and keeping the audience 
engaged and entertained. The 
keynote speaker was Hartnell 
Alumnus Fred Ledesma, Mayor 
of Soledad. Each inductee 
spoke as he/she accepted this 
recognition; one thing was 
true of all - they love Hartnell! 
They all received a medal, a 
Hartnell College certificate of 
recognition, and certificates 
from our legislators and local 
dignitaries (Congressman Sam 
Farr, Senator Bill Monning, 
Senator Anthony Cannella, 
Assemblymember Luis Alejo, and 
Mayor of Salinas Joe Gunter). 
The 1984 Baseball Champs 
came back to do a special ring 
presentation followed by the 
unveiling of the Athletics Hall 
of Fame Wall, where the plaque 
of each inductee is mounted 
permanently. Later in the day, 
we experienced an exciting and 
at times a nail biting football 
game at Rabobank Stadium 
where Hartnell played Reedley 
College. Final score: 23-20, 
Hartnell! Our inductees were 
each introduced during half time 
at the 50-yard line. It was a 
day they will never forget! The 
Class of 2016 will be selected 
soon, so get your nominations in! 
Nominations due May 6, 2016.

Go online to make your 
nominations for 2016!

Employees for Student Success campaign
Employees’ gift to students is record breaking!

This year’s Employees for Student Success campaign was 
a huge success, raising a record-breaking $89,370 with 
188 participants. TSince the campaign’s inception in 2010, 
Hartnell staff and employees have raised over $343,000 for 
Hartnell students and programs. Watching this campaign grow 
each year, speaks volumes of the passion and heart of the 
Hartnell team.

The Killians - Heart and Soul through Music
Jack Killian Scholars Program

 Jack and Suzanne W. Killian generously 
included Hartnell College Foundation in 
their estate plans. We received $100,000 
to establish the Jack R. Killian and 
Suzanne W. Killian Endowed Scholarship. 
The annual income from this fund will be 
used to provide scholarships to students 
majoring in music at Hartnell College and 
who have experience hardship. In addition 
to the outright gift, Hartnell College 

Foundation also received the partial residue of the trust 
estate ($676,000). This residue will also support the endowed 
scholarships and will be known as the Jack R. Killian and 
Olivia B. Killian Endowed Scholarship.
  
Jack R. Killian was a gifted musician, playing the trumpet, 
trombone and various reed instruments. He was an active 
member of the marching band and played in various local 
dance bands. After serving in the Army, Jack moved to Salinas 
and became a teacher at Washington Middle School, teaching 

http://www.hartnellpanthers.com/panther_backers/Hall_of_Fame_2016_Nomination.pdf


science and mathematics. He retired in 1983 to enjoy golf 
and playing in various local musical groups. Jack and his wife, 
Suzanne were long-time supporters of the arts in Salinas - 
more specifically arts at Hartnell.

To honor 
the Killians, 
Hartnell 
College 
Foundation 
has designed a 
music scholars 
program that 

will not only provide financial support, but mentoring and 
tutoring with local artists, fieldtrips to San Jose and San 
Francisco to broaden the students’ artistic experiences, and 
transfer support to regional art schools. This cohort style 
program will increase exposure to regional art, feed passions, 
and foster an ownership in students’ education. The program 
is called the Jack Killian Scholars Program.

This endowment will be the second largest bequest received 
by the Hartnell College Foundation, the first being from 
Lester Boronda to benefit students with extraordinary talent 
in the music.

Killian Committee Members:
Alfred Diaz-Infante  * Anne Secker * Carl Christensen
Sandy Rudo * Steve Ettinger * Ted Englehorn * Jackie Cruz

Claire Giannini Fund
Supporting early 
childhood education

The Hartnell College Foundation 
was awarded a $132,121 grant 
on behalf of the Trustees of the 
Claire Giannini Fund to support the 
development of a 2+2+2 Elementary 
teacher pathway, as well as an 
Early Childhood Education pathway.  
Hartnell and CSU Monterey Bay 
will be working on developing an 
innovative model to increase the 
talent pool of local educators to 
serve children and youth in our 
community.  

This grant will reduce the amount 
of time to college completion by 
supporting the early preparation 
at feeder high schools, and 
inserting multiple touch points of 
support along the way, reduce the 
amount of financial burden on the 
students by leveraging scholarships, 
financial aid and reducing need 
for remediation classes, plus it 
will increase career opportunities 
for young people, especially from 
the Salinas Valley and underserved 
communities such as Greenfield 
and King City, to pursue jobs in 
education and early childhood.

The Education Pathway is a 
collaborative of key stakeholders 
representing K-12, higher 
education, non-profit partners, 
employers, academic supports 
touch points, committed to 
increasing and sustaining the 
number of local elementary 

HEALTHCARE PATHWAYS
$1.5 Million to Prepare Local Students in Healthcare 
Industry

On December 3, 2015, Hartnell Community College District 
and the Salinas Valley Health Professions Pathway Partnership 
(SVHPPP) held a press conference in the Student Center 
to announce a new $1.5 million grant from The California 



childhood education workforce to 
supply regional demand and, to 
contribute to a stronger education 
infrastructure and economic engine.

_________________________

Endowment - bringing its contribution to $3 million in five 
years. Governing Board President, Erica Padilla-Chávez was 
the emcee for the program and introduced speakers: Dr. 
Tony Iton, MD, JD, MPH, Sr. Vice-President, Building Healthy 
Communities, The California Endowment; Pete Delgado, CEO, 
Salinas Valley Memorial Healthcare System; three Hartnell 
College students (Alexis Munoz, Perla Gaxiola, and Daniel 
Perez); and John Pineda, Hartnell College, Health Career 
Connects alum, and Health Equity Advisor, MILPA. 

“Growing and sustaining health career pathways are a key 
strategy for healthy and vibrant communities and the Salinas 
Valley Health Professions Pathways Partnership exemplifies the 
kind of collective leadership needed to achieve health equity 
in the Salinas Valley,” said Dr. Iton. 

SVHPPP is perfectly aligned with Hartnell’s vision of growing 
the next generation of leaders. 

The SVHPPP is a collaborative of key stakeholders 
representing K-12, higher education, alternative education/
juvenile probation, healthcare employers, Workforce 
Development Board, academic supports, Boys & Men of Color 
advocates and social emotional capacity building partners 
committed to increasing and sustaining the number of ‘locally 
grown’ and ‘locally prepared’ health workforce to supply 
regional demand and to contribute to a stronger economic 
engine. Hartnell College and the SVHPPP are part of a broader 
strategy known as Building Healthy Communities, a 10-year 
place based community change initiative taking place in 14 
California communities across the state and funded by The 
California Endowment.

Join the Salinas Valley 
Education Legacy Society.

Call Jackie Cruz at 
(831) 755-6810 for information.

_________________________

Report to the 
Community 2014-2015

Click to download.
_________________________
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